Achieving positive predictive prosthodontic treatment outcomes.
Dental disease patterns have changed resulting in a population of patients seeking comprehensive prosthodontic care while presenting with a complexity of limitations. Predicting prosthodontic treatment outcomes can be facilitated by identification and accommodation of these limitations. A five step problem solving format is presented to assist in developing individualised treatment plans designed to maximise positive outcomes. Emphasis is placed on the significance of informed consent and patient compliance. Applications of the principles discussed are illustrated by reviewing three potential prosthodontic treatment options for a partial endentulous patient. Long-term predictive prosthodontic success depends on accurate planning, quality care, patient compliance and professional monitoring.